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Bccause of changes in circumstaaccs, outlined below, we recommend that the 
Cammission take no Mer action against the Respondents and close the file. The ament 
statute of limitations waiver expires 0x1 Tuesday, February 21,2003. 

. 
This case concerns violations of 2 U.S.C. 441e(a). Jessica&tiarta, a permanent 

resident of tbe United States, is tbe owner and sole shareholder of Pmda Estates 
Investment, Inc., (“Panda Estates”), a California coxporation. In 1996, Ms. Elnitiarta. 
made at least one contriiution in the amount of 5100,000 to the Danocratic National 
Committee (“DNC’). She made the donation h m  her own bank account into which she 
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transfd.fimds hnn an account in the name of her aunt, a forcign national. The money 
in tbe aunt's d u n t  came h m  Ted Siocng, a foreign national, who is Ms. Elnitiarta's 
fatbw, or hm fOrejgn corporations owned by Ted Sioeng. SimilarIy, Panda Estates 

. made donations to the DNC in tbc amount of SIO0,OOO and a contribution of SS0,OOO to 

. tbc campaim of state treasurer Man Fong, using some foreign funds transferred h m  the 
aunt's account which included money &om foreign corporations connected With Ted 
Siamg. The Commission found probable cause to believe that Jessica Elnitiarta and 
Panda Estates violated 2 U.S.C. 441 Ha) whicb pmhiiits "any person to solicit, accept, or 
receive any. . . Contribution h m  a foreign national." This matter was originally p a  of 
MUR 4530, the large DNC 1996 foreign conmbutions investigation. 

On August 27,2002, the Commission voted to sever the portion of MUR 4530 
involving Mr. Wnitiarta and Panda Estates and to create MUR 5295.' Since the time 
when the CommhSion authorized us to ble civil suit on November 28,2000, we have 
been involved in settlement negotiatiois.. _ - -  

DISCUSSION 

As noted in our Memorandum to the Commission of June 24,2002, Ms. Elnitiarta 
has left Califonnia and now resides in Indoimia This effectively places her beyond our 
SQVicc of process. She also has an incentive not to return to the United States in order to 
avoid criminal proabcution. Panda Estates, whose sole owner and rcgistd agent is 
Jessica Elnitirrta, is still listed as an active Corporation in the public records of the 
Califibrnia Secretary of State, but it is unclear whether Panda Estates has any assets. 
Attachment 1. 

Rccwds available on the htcmet 
indicate that the Hollywood Metropolitan Hotel was owned by Panda Hotel Investment, 
hc., a Corporatjon whose registered agent is Jessica Elnitiaxta Attachment 2. 
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. . .  

Public records available on . 
the Intemet 'indicate that the Hollywood Metropolitan Hotel was sold on May 1,2002? 
AtLacbmWt 2. In these circumstances, it appem that it would be htile to try to pursue a 
civil suit against Jessica Elnitiarta or Panda Estates. 

Second, as a €actuaI matter, this case is jess compelling than some other 
inmediary cases because the primay bank account the respondents drew upon to cover 
their campaign contributions and donati& apparently w& established account into 
which Ted Sioeng had made numerous M o n s  of foreign h d s  and 6rom which Ms. 
Etnitiarta had made many disbursuncnts to f d y  members and lbr family businesses 
over a period of years. That is, it was not established for the specific purpose of infbsing 
foreigo national money into United States campaigns. 

' 

. 

MUR 5295 is the last piece of the 1996 IlNC complex of matters. The 
Commission has Myrecejved significant civil penalties and admissions hxn a variety 
of mpondcnts. In light of the diflliculties we arc likely to encounter tqhg to m e  these 
rmpondmts, counsel's representations that Ms. Elnititark who is the sole owner of Panda 
 states, has no assets to pay auv ci;ril paralty, 

we rccommcnd that the Commission use its prosekutonu 
discJetion and take no firrtbcr action against tbese respondents and close the file. . .  

* Records avdablc on tbe Iotcrrrcc indiuw &at any ppoceeds &om thrt d e  likely would brve bee0 
coasucmdbythe millions of dollus ofoutstdiq loans w the pnpcny. Tbir howl was owned by I 
Mereat Elnitiup f d y  corponaion t h t  wu not involved ia thc FECA violations at issue here, so &at 
coqmntion would not be a defendant in the Commission's lawsuit in my event. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. 
and Ted Sioeng. 

2. Close the tile. 

3. Approve the appropriate lettm. 

Take no further action against Jessica Elnitiarta, Panda Estates Investment, he., 

P 

. .  
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